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SYNOPSIS%
!
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One of the truly legendary musicals in the history of Broadway, MERRILY WE ROLL 
ALONG opened to enormous fanfare in 1981, and closed after sixteen performances. 
BEST WORST THING THAT EVER COULD HAVE HAPPENED draws back the 
curtain on the extraordinary drama of that show's creation -- and tells the stories of the 
hopeful young performers whose lives were transformed by it. Directed by Lonny Price, 
a member of the original cast, the film is a bittersweet meditation on the choices we all 
make, and the often unexpected consequences of those choices.  
 
Featuring exclusive appearances by Stephen Sondheim, Hal Prince, Jason Alexander, 
Mandy Patinkin, Adam Guettel, Frank Rich and the original Broadway cast of 
MERRILY WE ROLL ALONG. 
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DIRECTOR’S%STATEMENT%
By!Lonny!Price!

!
In 1981, I stood on a Broadway stage and sang songs that no one else had ever sung 
before. And they weren’t just any old new songs. They were songs written by Stephen 
Sondheim – arguably the greatest musical theater composer of the modern age, and 
absolutely a man I had regarded with awe since my grandmother took me to see the 
Broadway production of his show Company for my 10th birthday. The show was directed 
by Hal Prince, the other hero of my youth, who had directed Company and all of 
Sondheim’s shows since. Fresh off the triumph of their Sweeney Todd, our show, Merrily 
We Roll Along, was set to be the hit of the 1981 Broadway season. And I, at 22, was at 
the center of it all. For a young actor at the outset of his career, there is no bigger dream 
that could have come true for me. 
 
It was a show about youthful dreams, and what happens to them as one matures. About 
the price that you have to pay to follow your dreams – or to give them up. About the 
ways that the person you hope to become and the challenges you meet along the way 
determine the person you actually end up becoming.   
 
We closed after 16 performances. 
 
In 2002, I stood on a different stage in New York City and sang those same songs, which 
I had not sung in twenty years, at a concert reuniting the original Merrily cast members. 
As I stood there singing the song “Old Friends” to my great old friend Jim Walton, I 
realized that I wasn’t singing about my character’s life – I was singing about my own. 
The show was no longer just about the characters we had played in 1981. It was about all 
of us. 
 
And I thought… what a fascinating film that might make – exploring the lives of the 
original cast, and seeing how those lives reflected the themes of the show. I just needed 
Stephen Sondheim to give me permission to use Merrily’s score. He agreed, and I was 
off. Having never made a documentary before, I figured I would be done in about a year. 
 
That was fifteen years ago. As I write these notes, I am in the process of putting the 
finishing touches on the film that will be showing at NYFF in a month or so. It is a film 
that was born through a process that introduced me to people I thought I knew, who had 
been a part of my life when I was young, and who I am thrilled to have as part of my life 
again.  
 
All of the characters in the film are in their fifties now. We are no longer “becoming” 
something, we have become more or less whatever it is we will be. Though Merrily has 
triumphed all over the world since 1981 that original Broadway production – though 
brilliant and filled with some of the best songs ever written for a musical – was not a 
success. But that seminal experience thirty-five years ago shaped every one of us. We 



saw our heroes stumble. It taught some of us that it’s okay to fail. It taught others not to 
take a dream too far. But it changed who all of us would become. 
 
What’s the movie about? It is summed up, really, in the title of one of the songs from the 
show: “Growing Up.” 
 

…facing facts,  
Not escaping them, 
Still with dreams, just reshaping them. 
Growing up.  

 
The truth is, when you’re young, no matter who you think you’ll be, it’s not who you turn 
out to be at fifty. Through making this film, I learned how you reconcile that is the key to 
how well one lives one’s life. 
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BIOGRAPHIES%
!
Lonny%Price%(Director):%
Lonny Price most recently directed Audra McDonald in a film version of Lady Day at 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill for HBO, in which she reprised the performance for which she 
won her record-breaking sixth Tony Award. His first feature film, ‘Master Harold’ ... and 
the Boys (starring Freddie Highmore and Ving Rhames) received the 2011 Best Drama 
Award at the New York International Film and Video Festival, as well as his receiving a 
Best Director of a Drama award. Additionally, he directed the filming of many of his 
stage productions, including Company (starring Neil Patrick Harris, Stephen Colbert, 
Patti LuPone), Sondheim: The Birthday Concert (Emmy Award), Sweeney Todd (starring 
Emma Thompson; Emmy Award), Sweeney Todd (starring Patti LuPone; Emmy Award), 
and Candide (starring Patti LuPone and Kristen Chenoweth). 

For the stage, Mr. Price’s most recently directed Glenn Close in the London revival of 
Sunset Blvd. at the English National Opera, opening on Broadway early 2017. Previously, 
he directed Stephen Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd, at the ENO, starring Emma Thompson 
and Bryn Terfel after having staged the musical with the stars previously at Lincoln 
Center. His Broadway production of Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill starring 
Audra McDonald played the Wyndham Theater on the West End June of 2017.  On 
Broadway he directed Audra McDonald in 110 in the Shade; Danny Glover in Athol 
Fugard’s ‘Master Harold’ ... and the Boys; Joan Rivers in Sally Marr and Her Escorts 
(which he co-wrote with Rivers and Erin Sanders); Jenn Colella in Urban Cowboy; and 
himself in A Class Act, for which he also co-wrote the book (with Linda Kline) and was 
nominated for a Tony Award. Some of his off-Broadway work includes Visiting Mr 
Green, starring Eli Wallach; Beautiful Girls, starring Zoe Caldwell, and Athol Fugard’s 
Valley Song. He made his opera directing debut at the Houston Grand Opera directing 
Audra McDonald in Poulenc’s La Voix humaine and Michael John LaChiusa’s Send.  

As an actor, he has appeared on and off Broadway in a variety of plays and musicals 
including Merrily We Roll Along, “Master Harold”…and the boys, Burn This, A Class 
Act, for which he received Obie, Theatre World, and Drama-Logue Awards. On film, he 
is best remembered as Neil, the hotel owner’s nerdy grandson, in Dirty Dancing. 
!
!
Bruce%David%Klein%(Producer):%
As the President & Executive Producer of Atlas Media Corp, Bruce David Klein has been 
a recognized pioneer, industry leader, and creative force behind hundreds of hours of 
high-profile, award-winning unscripted series, specials and theatrical documentaries. He 
has created, written, produced and/or executive-produced series and specials such as 
HOTEL IMPOSSIBLE (Travel), PLAYING WITH FIRE (E!), EPIC WIN (MTV), 
STALKED: SOMEONE’S WATCHING (ID), BRAINWASHED (Discovery Channel), 
DR. G: MEDICAL EXAMINER (Discovery Health/TLC), BEHIND THE BASH with 



Giada De Laurentiis (Food), BREAKING VEGAS (History), and IT CAN HAPPEN 
TOMORROW (Weather). He wrote & directed the TV movie WHO KILLED 
CHANDRA LEVY? (TLC) and the theatrical documentary, MEAT LOAF: IN SEARCH 
OF PARADISE. Klein has moderated and appeared on numerous panels for 
organizations such as NATPE, Realscreen, the Producers Guild, and NYU Film School 
and his work has been featured and reviewed in publications such as the New York Times, 
Variety, Crain’s NY Business, and Entertainment Weekly. Klein is a member of the 
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences,  and serves on the Executive Committees of the 
National Association of Television Program Executives (NATPE) and the Nonfiction 
Producers Association (NPA). 
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Kitt%Lavoie%(Producer)%
Kitt Lavoie is the only playwright ever to have his work produced on all seven continents 
during his lifetime. Plays include Sabbatical (Lincoln Center), Kiki Baby (Theater for the 
American Musical Prize), The Median Line (Herbert J. Robinson Award for Dramatic 
Writing), [pwnd] (NYIT nomination), Good Enough (finalist, Samuel French Festival) 
and realer than that (winner, Samuel French Festival). Also a director, Kitt has staged 
more than 125 shows in New York City, across the United States, and in Europe. His 
short film Rainbow Rabbit Reliant won multiple acting, directing, audience, and best film 
awards on the festival circuit. Kitt works frequently as a member of the directing team for 
the filming of live theatrical events, including the Emmy-winning productions of 
Sweeney Todd and Sondheim: The Birthday Concert. Kitt is Artistic Director of The CRY 
HAVOC Company, a not-for-profit theater company focused on new play development 
and artist training, and a Partner and Executive Producer at Allright Productions, a 
commercial theater and film production company he founded with Lonny Price and Matt 
Cowart. Kitt is Associate Professor of Acting and Directing at NSKI Høyskole 
(Norwegian Actors College) in Oslo, Norway, and a member of the Directing Faculty at 
the New School for Drama. He is a member of the Dramatists Guild, the Literary 
Managers and Dramaturgs of the Americas, and the Stage Directors & Choreographers 
Society. 
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Ted%Schillinger%(Producer)%
Ted Schillinger is an Emmy Award-winning director and producer.  He created CNN’s 
hit series The Hunt with John Walsh for Zero Point Zero Production and has been co-
executive producer for the series for three seasons. 
 
In his roles as writer, producer, and director, Ted has created more than 150 hours of 
documentary film and television, including four of the acclaimed 30 For 30 films in 
ESPN’s flagship documentary series.   He won the James Beard Society Award for Best 
TV Food Journalism in 2000.   His 2009 theatrical documentary on the death penalty, 
Robert Blecker Wants Me Dead, was called “fascinating,” “captivating,” and 
“compelling” by the critics.  Ted saw Sweeney Todd from the last row of the Uris Theater 
in 1979 – and is happy to say that he has never fully recovered. 
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About%Atlas%Media%Corp:%
Founded by writer/producer/director Bruce David Klein, Atlas Media Corp. ranks among 
the world’s leading independent producers of award-winning, unscripted multiplatform 
content. Atlas’ acclaimed, award-winning television specials and series -- like Hotel 
Impossible, Stalked: Someone’s Watching, What History Forgot, Playing With Fire, 
Brainwashed, Dr G: Medical Examiner, Five Star Secrets, and The Mind of a Murderer -
- have become staple programming for such prestigious distribution channels as 
Discovery Channel, E! Entertainment, Investigation Discovery, National Geographic 
Channel, MTV, Travel Channel, Lifetime, Animal Planet, AMC, TLC, Spike, A&E, 
TruTV, History, SyFy, Food Network, WE, and GSN – as well as countless programming 
services in 100+ countries worldwide. 
 
Atlas also produces theatrical documentaries that have won multiple awards at film 
festivals around the globe before opening theatrically–-as well as hundreds of shortform 
webisodes for brands and other client websites.  
 
Past Atlas Media theatrical documentaries include: Meat Loaf: In Search of Paradise and 
Robert Blecker Wants Me Dead. 
 
For eleven years in a row, Atlas has been named to RealScreen magazine’s prestigious 
annual “Global 100” list of the largest and most influential providers of non-fiction 
entertainment in the world. 
 
Atlas recently launched a digital unit, Curious Jack to build multiplatform channels. 
 
For more information, visit www.atlasmedia.tv 
 
 
About%Allright%Productions:%
Allright Productions, LLC is a New York City-based company dedicated to developing 
dynamic fiction and non-fiction productions for stage, film, and television. 
 
Led by award-winning directors, writers, and producers Lonny Price, Matt Cowart, and 
Kitt Lavoie, Allright Productions brings expertise in every stage project development, 
from initial conception through final execution.  
 
For more information, visit www.allrightproductions.com 
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About Films We Like
Founded by award-winning documentary fifilmmaker Ron Mann (Grass, 
Comic Book Confifidential, Altman) Films We Like is a boutique 
distributor of documentary, independent, and international fifilms in 
Canada. Recent releases include Things to Come, Tampopo and 
Cameraperson.
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Directed by: 
Lonny Price 

 
Produced by: 

Bruce David Klein 
 

Produced by: 
Lonny Price 
Kitt Lavoie 

Ted Schillinger 
 

Written by 
Ted Schillinger 

Kitt Lavoie 
Lonny Price 

 
Executive Producers 

Scott Rudin 
Eli Bush 

 
Co-Executive Producer 

Kaki Kirby 
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